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Pepper is one of the most significant plants in history. Being the “king
of spices,” pepper was traded over long distances between Europe and Asia
during the “Geographical Discovery.” Pepper is similar to coffee, sugar cane,
tobacco, and rubber in that it transcends regional economies and is deeply
embedded in the global trade network.

Malaysia is currently among the top five pepper exporters in the world.
Malaysian pepper is mainly produced in Sarawak, where it had been culti-
vated by the Hakka people for more than a century. Only in the 1980s did the
Hakka people stop cultivating pepper. The aborigines took their place.

Although pepper cultivation was economically important for the Hakka
people in Sarawak for 150 years, pepper is not a prominent “Hakka element”
in discussions on Hakka collective memory and Hakka culture compared with
discussions on the migration of mining companies and war epics in West Ka-

limantan.
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Therefore, this study conducted industrial fieldwork and historical data
collection on pepper cultivation in Sarawak.

Through investigations and oral interviews with local Hakka pepper
plantation owners, this study attempted to describe the rise and fall of the
Hakka pepper plantation industry in the postwar period, as well as the social,
economic, and political effects of pepper planting.

This article briefly describes the social history of Hakka pepper farmers
from the 1940s to the 1980s and presents their collective memory during this
period.

Finally, this article compares reports in the Sarawak Gazette of festival
prayers for a good pepper harvest with reports in Dolphin ( ¥4 ), an import-
ant Chinese magazine in Sarawak in the 1960s and 1970s. Interviews with
Hakka farmers near Kuching illustrate a shared collective memory of pepper

cultivation.

Keywords: Sarawak Pepper, Sarawak Hakka, Collective Memory, Hakka

Pepper Cultivation
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